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Irish Heritage & Greek Heritage Month

In 1894, Professor John Joly of Dublin 
patented a manufacturing process for 
colour photographs.

Sir William Thomson, 1st Baron Kelvin 
was a mathematical physicist and 
engineer who was heavily involved in the 
laying of the first transatlantic telegraph 
cable (1865) and inventor of the 
international system of absolute 
temperature (the Kelvin Scale).

In 1965, Professor Frank Pantridge, 
invented the world’s first portable 
defibrillator.  The first prototype was 
installed in a Belfast ambulance.

In 1836, Rev. Nicholas Callan invented 
the first induction coil.  To this day, car 
ignitions still use this invention.

In 1844, physician Francis Rynd 
invented hollow metal needles to make 
the first recorded hypodermic injection, 
applied directly under the skin.

John Philip Holland designed and built 
the first underwater vessel accepted by 
the U.S. Navy.  It was named the USS 
Holland SS-1.

The water mill takes its origins from 
the earliest known Perachora wheel, 
created way back in the 3rd Century BC 
in Greece, most likely invented by the 
contemporary Greek engineer Philo of 
Byzantium.

One of the most widely used 
instruments in the present day, the 
odometer, measures the distance 
traveled by a vehicle.  Archimedes’ is 
credited with inventing the instrument.

The modern Olympics are one of the 
greatest sporting spectacles of the 
modern age.  According to historical 
records, the first ancient Olympic Games 
can be traced back to 776 BC.  They were 
dedicated to the Olympian gods and 
were staged on the plains of Olympia.

The Alarm Clock was invented in the 
time of Ancient Greece.  The idea of 
the alarm clock came from an engineer 
called Ctesibus.

Physician Hippocrates was considered 
one of the most outstanding figures in 
the history of medicine & was referred to 
as the father of Western medicine.  

UAW-Ford Diversity and Inclusion recognizes the month long celebration of Irish and Greek heritages 
during the month of March.

The Irish culture is embedded in U.S. history.  Some of the Irish emigrated across the Atlantic Ocean in the 
19th Century to escape the perils of the Great Hunger.  It brought more than just a yearning for refuge but 
the spirit of a nation.  Also during the 19th Century, in 1860, approximately 328 Greeks were living in the 
U.S.  Their main reason for leaving Greece was poor economic conditions -- unemployment, low wages, and 
high prices.  The Greeks were also looking for opportunities to improve their lives.
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